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No, 20, 

Typhoid Fever, and other diseases of Camp. 

Next to camp dysentery the disease most 
dreaded by the army practitioner. is typhoid 
fever. 

The disease which receives the name of typhoid 
fever in camp is a low adynamic form of fever. It 
may or may not be the true typhoid fever, (en- 





teric fever of Woop.) It is not typhus fever, nor 
is it necessarily the low typhoid form of fever | 
which has, for its peculiar pathological lesion, the | 
ulceration of Peyer’s glands. 

A great many of the so-called cases of typhoid 
fever seen inthe army are genuine cases of enteric 
fever, and characterized by all its symptoms. But 
many cases, while they cannot be classified as 
typhus, are still not enteric fever. The true 
enteric fever cases as well as those fevers of a 
typhoid character, are usually called.by one name, 
‘*Typhoid fever.’’ 

The cases of pure enteric fever differ in no man- 
ner from those seen in civil life. But cases are 
very common of a low adynamic form of fever, 
where, however, there is no tenderness felt or 
gurgling sound heard on pressure over the illio 
cecal valve; none of the peculiar characteristic 
rose-colored spots (Tache Rouge) upon the abdo- 
men, and no epistaxis. A post-mortem fails to 
reveal any ulceration or change of structure in the 
glands of Peyer. 

The other symptoms are, however, so exactly 
like those of enteric fever, and the treatment is so 
nearly the same, that many army practitioners 
recognize no distinction between the two, while 
nearly every one for convenience sake style the 
cases, whether destitute of intestinal lesion or not, 





as cases of typhoid fever. 


In the treatment of typhoid fever in the army as 
well as in civil life, practitioners differ somewhat. 
The treatment, however, most in vogue is that 
commonly known as the ‘‘ whisky and quinine 
treatment,’’ or in other words, that treatment 
which consists in the free administration of stimu- 
lants. In the outset of the disease a mild cathartic 
is given—usually a blue pill at night followed by 
castor oilin the morning. Diaphoretics are given 
during the day with a Dover’s powder at bed-time, 
and as soon as any sign of protraction commences, 
liberal doses of quinine and whisky are given with 
beef tea, wine whey and egg-nogg. When there 
is much cerebral disturbance, I have employed 
ether with much advantage. 

In these cases of true enteric fever I always give 
oil of turpentine as recommended by Prof. Woon, 
although as far as my experience goes, its use is 
not very common in the army, nitrate of silver 
being sometimes used instead, and in many.jeases 
no attempt being made at all to act partienlarly 
upon the intestinal ulceration. 

The treatment above indicated has nothing novel 
about it, and I merely mention it as the treatment 
most in favor (as far as my experience goes) with 
army practitioners. I have not seen a case that I 
could believe was genuine typhus fever, although 
I know that cases are sometimes called by this 
name. 

The typhoid fever, as we see it, is certainly not 
contagious. At various times we have had a large 
number of cases of this disease, and in some in- 
stances it has seemed as if it was contagious. 
But a careful analysis will not confirm the idea 
that would at first present itself. I have known 
regiments to have twenty or thirty deaths from 
typhoid fever in a few weeks, and a great many 
men sick with the disease. Regiments camped in 
the immediate vicinity would be without a case, 
although men of the two regiments would be con- 
stantly intermingling. It is difficult often to 
account for such a state of affairs, but some cause 
will generally be found to explain it. 

Regiments raised in the country and composed 
of farmers’ boys suffer more from typhoid fever 
than city troops, even though the former are their 
superiors in physique. One of the healthiest regi- 
ments in this division and in the army, is the 
fourth Excelsior, (24 N. Y. Fire Zouaves) com- 
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posed almost entirely of New York firemen. Their 
losses from typhoid fever (if they have lost any 
at all from that disease) must be very small, while 
in the same brigade, the 120th New York Vols., 
composed of the better class of farmers’ sons from 
the river counties of New York, although not 
having seen one-tenth the service or suffered one- 
twentieth the hardships of the regiment just re- 
ferred to, have been almost decimated by typhoid 
fever. 

I have no means of judging of the average mor- 
tality of typhoid fever in camp. Whilst in Mary- 
land for some three months, during which, I had 
in my own regiment quite a number of cases of 
true enteric fever, I lost one of every thirty-four 
cases. But the ratio in the army will vary with 
the circumstances under which your patients are 
treated and the comforts to be obtained for them. 
I have seen the time when. I have been obliged to 
feed a convalescent typhoid fever patient on hard 
crackers soaked in water and fried in pork grease. 
How the convalescence continued under such a 
diet has never ceased to be a marvel to me. It is 
rare that fresh beef cannot be obtained although 
soft bread is often absent. 

At the present time, judging by my own division, 
and from the hospitals of other divisions that I 
have visited, this army must be very free from 
typhoid fever. Cases of this disease in this division 
are fast now but rarely seen. 

The head boards to the graves in rebel cemeteries 
bear evidence that their:regiments have suffered 
severely from it. I was told by the rebels the 
other day (while within their lines under a flag of 
truce after the late battle of Chancellorsville) that 
their army was in most excellent health. This, 
like most other assertions that they make, cannot 
of course be implicitly relied upon; but those of 
their wounded that came under my notice cer- 
tainly compared most favorably with ours in their 
general physique, and the half dozen of their 
wounded now lying in the hospital of this division 
at Potomac Creek attract general attention by their 
hale hearty appearance. 

Cases of typhoid pneumonia are occasionally 
met with, but much more rarely than would a 
priori be expected. The treatment of such cases 
in the army differs in no respect from that em- 
ployed in civil life. 

Simple cases of pneumonia are not uncommon. 
They yield very readily to treatment, and death 
from that disease is very rare. Venesection is 
very seldom employed in this disease, and in fact, 
after an experience of nearly two years in the 
field, I cannot recall a case of any disease in which 
Yenesection was resorted to. I never saw a man 
bled in this army for any disease. 

Rheumatism in it: various forms is very com- 
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mon during the winter months. The variety 
usually seen is that which may be denominated 
“‘sub-acute.” Lumbago is very common. As 
this disease is so very easily feigned and as the 
medicines usually given for its relief are not very 
nauseous, it is very frequently feigned by malin- 
gerers. This fact must be borne in mind in making 
a diagnosis. 

The rheumatism we see generally yields readily 
to treatment. The extracts of colchicum (ext. 
colchici fid. and ext. colchici acet.) are furnished 
by the Government, and are perhaps the remedies 
most generally employed, and in the vast majority 
of cases a few drops of the fluid extract combined 
with ten or twenty drops of tinct. opii, given 
three or four times a day, with a stimulating lina- 
ment for external application will suffice fora cure. 
If on the march a pill of the acetic extract with 
opium is more convenient in its form of ad- 
ministration, ' 

In more severe cases a regular course of treat- 
ment must be entered upon which, however, differs 
in no manner from a treatment of a similar case in 
civil life. 





Observations on 
NERVOUS DEAFNESS. 


By Laurence Turnsutt, M. D., 
Ot Philadelphia. 
[Continued from page 18.] 
Pathology. 


I will now quote from the work of Dr. A. Vor 
TroE.iscu, of Wurzburg, which is considered one 
of the most valuable contributions to aural sur- 
gery which have appeared for some time. The 
author, who is in large aural practice at Wurz- 
burg, has, during the last six or seven years made 
a very considerable number of post-mortem ex- 
aminations (twenty-eight) of the ears of persons 
who had been deaf during life and others; and 
has, in the course of his observations, discovered 
many new facts of importance. 

‘*In his autopsies Tréirsca, has seldom men- 
tioned the condition of the membranous labyrinth, 
as other lesions were always found, sufficient to ac- 
count for the deafness, and he had no desire, he 
observes, to wander to a distance, when what is 
most important is close athand. Vo.ro.in1,* who 
makes a severe charge against him, for having 
neglected this matter, and who appears to have 
studied the labyrinth with considerable industry, 
yet he cannot tell us of any primary alterations of 
the latter, but only of such as were produced by 
inflammation and caries of the neighboring bones. 
We can learn little or nothing from pathological 





_* Virchow's Archiv B. xviii. 8. 35. 
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anatomy with regard to the frequency or infre- 
quency of primary labyrinth affections, and I en- 
tirely agree with Rav, when he says, on page 266 
of his valuable Manual of Diseases of the Ear. 
‘‘There is no well established case in which in- 
flammation, primary and isolated, of the labyrinth 
has been demonstrated. In a clinical point of 
view also, we can know but little, and we can only 
make a diagnosis of an apparent affection of the 
labyrinth by excluding other affections. Autopsies 
are the only means of demonstrating the correct- 
ness of a diagnosis, where the parts of the body 
involved are hidden from our view. 

Eraarp, it is true, has given in his ‘Rational 
Treatise on Diseases of the Ear, founded on Clini- 
cal Observations, ’’* a list of various forms of dis- 
ease of the inner ear, such as ‘‘apoplexies and 
their products,” ‘“‘hyperemia, hypertrophy and 
atrophy of the nervous tissue,’’ ‘‘anomalies of the 
labyrinth-water,’’ ‘‘neuralgia and rheumatism of 
the acoustic nerve,’’ ‘‘defective circulation and 
innervation with reflex-deafness in the tunic of 
the retina,’’ etc., etc., etc., and with astound- 
ing assurance relates most circumstantially the 
symptoms which attend each one of these diseases. 

Eruarp knows just about as much as any one 
else concerning the diseases of the labyrinth, viz. 
nothing ; and all this nonsense is not calculated 
to advance a speciality in which scientific earnest- 
ness and contempt of all flights of fancy are 
doubly necessary. Since then neither pathologi- 
cal anatomy nor clinical observation can inform 
us whether the diagnosis ‘‘ nervous deafness’’ 
which is so often made, is correct or incorrect, let 
us examine the analagous relations in other 
organs, for instance, that of vision, and, at the 
same time, study the sources of nutrition, and the 
mode of developement of the inner ear. The 
inner ear is entirely independent of the other por- 
tions of the ear, both as regards its source of nu- 
trition, and its developement. Its artery, the 
internal auditory does not come from without the 
carotid, as do the vessels which supply the external 
and middle ear, but from the brain, and takes its 
origin from a branch of the subclavian. It comes 
either directly from the basilar or from the anterior 
cerebral branch of the latter. There does not 
appear to be any direct communication between 
the vessels of the middle and external ear, so that 
secondary disturbances of nutrition of the laby- 
rinth can only result from alterations in the brain, 
or from morbid conditions in the interior of the 
cranium, but not from affections of the outer ear. 

' The process of developement also shows the inde- 
pendent character which pertains to the labyrinth 
from the very beginning. Whilst the tympanic 
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cavity with the eustachian tube are developed from 
the bronchial apparatus, or as Arxotp and Von 
Barr assert from a process of the pharyngeal 
mucous membrane, the labyrinth is developed 
from the ear vesicle of Emmert, or projecting 
process of the cerebral vesicle. The labyrinth is 
formed much sooner than the petrous portion of 
the temporal bone, and its ossification proceeds 
independently. Even afterwards, the nutrition of 
the part of the petrous portion of the temporal 
bone, which contains the labyrinth, is seen to be 
independent of that of other parts, and I have 
mentioned instances, (a. a. O. 8. 47,) of isolated 
necrosis of this portion. Let us now examine the 
analogous relations of the eye, and we will find 
that there, as is well known, the diseases of the 
retina and optic nerve are far less frequent than 
affections of the outer coats and refracting media, 
and yet here the causes for a production of dis- 
turbances in the nutrition of the nervous appa- 
ratus exist in a far greater degree than they do in 
the ear. The retina and the entrance of the optic 
nerve lie in an elastic globe, which is exposed not 
only to internal but to external influences; the 
retina is not only connected with the brain, but 
with the choroid and the vitreous body, whilst the 
nervous apparatus of the ear is only connected, as 
regards nutrition, with the brain, and being en- 
veloped in a bed of the hardest bone, and consid- 
erably removed from the surface of the body, it is 
unaffected by any external influence except the 
severest wounds and concussions. 

It is therefore highly probable, that primary 
affections of the labyrinth or idiopathic *‘ nervous 
deafnesses’’ are incomparably less frequent than 
affections of the outer and middle ear, and that 
when secondary they are most frequently caused 
by affections of the brain, or by changes in those 
parts which also belong to the tympanum, and 
which, as we have seen, give rise to very numer- 
ous pathological phenomena, viz.: the round and 
oval window, which have both a covering of the 
periosteum of the labyrinth. Abscesses or varies 
may find their way from without, as we have 
already said. In no case, however, should the 
diagnosis ‘‘ nervous deafness’’ be made, unless no 
change, to which we can attribute the symptoms, 
ean be discovered in those parts which are explor- 
able by our senses. This demands a perfect 
knowledge of the normal condition of the parts, 
and a faculty to discern the slightest change, e. g. 
in the membrana tympani. We have already 
shown that many even experienced aurists are 
deficient in these requisites, ard that very consid- 
erable abnormities in the just mentioned organ 
have been overlooked. With regard then to the 
frequency of the diagnosis ‘nervous deafness’’ 
we remark, that in all the branches of medi- 
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cine, the less one’s anatomical knowledge and 
exact research, the oftener one considers diseases 
as ‘‘nervous,’’ and the greater one’s progress in 
these two requisites, the more means has one of 
explaining the symptoms, and the less often does 
one make such a diagnosis, which, as a general 
rule, is nothing better than a make-shift. I must 
mention that the severity of the deafness does 
necessarily indicate an affection of the labyrinth ; 
affections of the middle ear may cause the most 
severe deafness, as observation teaches us.’’* 


—_—__~+-e—____ 


EFFECTS OF LATENT MALARIA 
Roused into Activity by an Exciting Cause. 


By an Assistant Surceon, U. S. A. 


During the last seven months many facts of an 
interesting character have been developed within 
our hospital; and among them, perhaps, not the 
least interesting is the effects produced by mala- 
rious poison after a latent period of many months; 
always being roused into activity, so far as my 
own observation goes, by an exciting cause. Fre- 
quently I have been unable to arrive at any satis- 
factory conclusion; in many cases the symptoms 
constantly antagonizing each other, and very often 
by their erratic character, leading one into error 
as to their origin, and causing much doubt in 
regard to their termination. It has been my 
fortune to have met with three cases in my ward 
distinctly marked, which, after a period rang- 
ing from three to six months, miasmatic poison 
has been called into activity by other diseases; 
all of which, in my opinion, have acted as excit- 
ing causes ; the morbific influence seeming to have 
responded in a direct ratio to the gravity of the 
preceding affection. If we stop to consider, we 
shall have very little difficulty in deducing a satis- 
factory conclusion as to the general etiology of the 
the disease, knowing as we do the peculiar loca- 
tion of and circumstances which surrounded our 
troops, during the summer and fall of 1862. 

All our conclusions must centre upon one cause, 
namely, malaria. As to to the special etiology of 
miasmatic poisoning, or its peculiar mode of pro- 
ducing its effects we are very much in the dark. 
Various hypotheses have been started, which the 
originators have failed generally to prove. Pro- 
bably the one deserving of most consideration is 
the ‘‘ vegeto-animalcular, which imagines the exist- 
ence of microscopic organized growths, which enter 
the system and produce these peculiar morbid re- 
sults.’”? Some writers have supposed that heat, 
fatigue, and mental anxiety were sufficient to pro- 
duce a fever of a remittent or intermittent charac- 
ter. These, however, in my estimation, are nothing 





* V. Troltsch, Anatomie des Ohres, pp. 93, 94, 95. 
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more than exciting causes, tending to lessen vital 
force, and thereby presenting a favorable condition 
of the system for the action of the morbific cause. 

Thus, in a depressed state of the system, the 
functions. of various organs become languid in a 
direct ratio to the amount of depression, and pro- 
bably on no organ do these effects fall with greater 
violence than the stomach, consequently digestion 
is impaired, followed by loss of appetite, and thus 
the very fountain head of nutrition is deranged. 
A smaller quantity of blood is produced, and in all 
probability this is of an inferior character, and 
mingling with the rest of that fiuid, the whole 
becomes to a certain extent vitiated. Hence the 
rational deduction would be that the system gene- 
rally did not receive a proper quantity or quality 
of the vitalizing fluid and loss of tone is the result. 
More particularly is this so in regard to the nerve 
centres, for we know that if the brain be deprived 
of blood, even for a very short time, syncope, with 
prostration of all the powers will ensue; or should 
the blood from any cause retain its venous char- 
acter, that instead of supplying nutriment to the 
‘* great centre,’’ it will produce the most alarming 
consequences, and unless assistance either natural 
or artificial is rendered, death will be the inevi- 
table result. 

Supposing, however, the integrity of the blood 
to be but slightly deranged, we of course would 
have nosuchalarming symptoms immediately, the 
most that would be effected would be a moderate 
depression of the nervous functions, either locally 
or generally. But when we take into considera- 
tion that the slightest modification of the power 
generated by the brain, or even the inferior nerve 
centre, must, to a great extent, interfere with the 
actions and functions of the whole system, wecan 
readily conceive how even apparently slight causes 
interfere with the mutually dependent workings of 
the exquisite machinery of life. Again, suppose 
the primary cause to fall upon the nervous system 
the power of the nerve centres will be lessened, nay 
even more, the nerves themselves may become so 
deranged as to be unable to convey power to an 
organ or the surface, or even sensation from the 
surface to the centres. Hence the organs do not 
receive their full supply of stimulus, and are 
thereby impaired in their respective functions. 
Indeed, so closely and intimately are the various 
systems, such as the arterial and nervous, connected 
in all their operations, that oft times it is diffi- 
cult to say which has been primarily affected or 
may even now be the seat of the disorder. We 
know, however, that the interruption of these 
functions must reduce the tone of the system to 
such an extent, as to prevent a condition that 
renders it peculiarly susceptible to the action of 
morbific influences. In regard to the length of 
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time that the poison may continue dormant, we 
are left very much in doubt. Some writers con- 
tend that from twelve to fourteen days is the 
maximum, and quote many cases to favor this 
conclusion, while others mention numerous in- 
stances, and from my own observation I am led 
to suppose with greater accuracy, to prove that 
the latent period may range from five to eight months. 
Why a poison may thus impregnate the system for 
a time without apparent effect, and then be roused 
into sudden activity by an exciting cause, is a 
field wherein is much room for experiment and in- 
vestigation. 

It is not believed by any one of whom I know 
that malaria can, like the matters of contagion, 
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set in followed by erysipelas of the face; the 
attack was very severe, and for a time caused 
some alarm, it was rapidly making its way to the 
scalp, and was only arrested by the application 
of solid nitrate of silver. He was put upon the 
the use of cooling diaphoretics in conjunction with 
20 drops Tr. Ferri Chlor. three times a day, under 
which treatment he soon recovered. However, 
upon the appearance of health other symptoms 
soon began to be developed. Violent frontal neu- 
ralgia set in, which at first was almost eontinuous, 
but after the lapse of a week became paroxysmal, 
being daily more marked, till at length there was 
a complete intermission ; then it disappeared for 
two or three days, at the end of which time it 


be attached to a substance of any nature, and thus | made its appearance in the form of hemicrania, 
conveyed, excite the disease; and the observa- | again subsiding for a short time, it would become 
tions necessary to determine this interval, are not | infra-orbital, and at another time the seat of pain 
therefore entangled ; while it is plain that to make | would be the organ of vision ; thus shifting about 
them truly, the patient must aftera brief exposure, | from place to place, keeping the patient in a very 
be completely removed from all the original causes. | distressed condition. At last I was led to suspect 


McCullough mentions an instance of aship of war 
on the coast of Africa in which a remittent fever 
made its appearance among the crew, when the 
vessel put to sea on a cruise, notwithstanding 
which, other men became sick in succession dur- 
ing the space of twenty days, after which no fur- 
ther cases occurred. However, numerous physi- 


cians, both English and French have said that | 


many soldiers have been attacked after a period 
ranging from three to seven months, when re- 
moved from all previous influences, asserting that 
the poison had remained dormant in the system 
during that time. 

But what I wish to bring to notice particularly 
is the masked forms under which degenerate inter- 
mittent or remittent fevers may appear, and how 
that; influenced by an exciting cause, the malaria 
poison may be roused to such an extent as to 
renew to some degree the primitive characteristics 
of the periodic disease. 

The first case I shall mention is that of a soldier 
admitted to my ward for chronic diarrhea, con- 
tracted in the Chickahominy swamps ; this disease 
was protracted and stubborn, a cure only being 
effected after a lapse of jive months ; and during 
this time he complained of uneasy, indescribable 
feelings, referring them from time to time to differ- 
ent parts, but with great irregularity as to the 
time of their appearance. The prominent symp- 
toms mere slight headache, lassitude, pains in 
the back and limbs, with a feeling of general de- 
bility, diminished intellectual powers, morbid ex- 
citement, derangement of the circulation, with 
slight flushes of heat, no feeling of coldness being 
well marked. 

In this state he continued for some time, when 
being suddenly exposed to cold a violent catarrh 
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the true nature of the affection, and on inquiry as 
as to the locality in which he had been serving 
during the preceding summer, I found that he 
had been exposed to all the virulent influences 
of miasmatic poison which the swamps of the 
Chickahominy were capable of generating. I then 
placed the patient upon quin. sulph. giving gr. 
xij, between the paroxysms, and increasing until 
it had reached the amount of gr. xxxv, daily, 
without apparent benefit. For some time all 
medicine was omitted and the condition of the 
patient remained unchanged, when the quinia was 
again administered, but without success. The 
next remedy resorted to was arsenious acid in the 
form of Fowler’s solution, in doses of five drops, 
three times daily. After about a week or pro- 
bably less, the intermission was more marked and 
of longer duration, and in three weeks from the 
commencement of this form of treatment the 
paroxysms had almost entirely disappeared; the 
treatment was continued’a few days longer when 
all traces of the disease had left, and the patient 
announced himself well. ‘ 

Case 2, is that of a soldier admitted to my 
ward about the same time as the first spoken of. 
He had general langour and lassitude, having no 
desire to move about, even declining a pass for a 
few hours, and it was With the greatest difficulty 
that we could,induce him to take even a small 
amount of exercise. About two months after his 
admission into the hospital, he was exposed to 
cold which resulted in a severe attack of tonsilitis, 
from which he recovered after about two weeks; 
but upon retrogression of this disease ,severe 
neuralgic pains began to make their appearance, 
and like the other case at first occupied a position 
over the orbit, then became infra-orbital, thus 
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wandering about in an erratic manner leaving the 
physician in doubt as to where they would next 
make their appearance. This man was put upon 
sulphate of quinia, with the same unsatisfactory 
results as in the previous case. 

I may also add that in addition to the above 
symptoms, he was seized with a slight attack of 
paralysis of the left arm, accompanied by fulness 
of the vessels of the head and face, which, how- 
ever, soon passed off without leaving any unplea- 
sant results. Finding the quinia useless I aban- 
doned it, and resorted to Fowler’s solution in five 
drop doses thrice daily ; after the lapse of a few 
days the paroxysms became shorter and less severe, 
and were entirely broken up at the end of three 
weeks, though the state of the patient’s health | 
was very much enfeebled. 

Case 3. A patient admitted to my ward with 
chronic diarrhea and rheumatism contracted dur- 
ing the retreat to Harrison’s Landing. Having | 
been much exposed to change of weather, want of | 
food and rest, he was greatly reduced, and for 
some time the disease seemed to progress, indeed, | 
it was only after a lapse of four months that he | 
was considered to be fairly convalescent. | 

After enjoying a few weeks of comparative | 
health, exposure to cold brought on a slight 
attack of erysipelas, accompanied with moderate | 
ulceration of the fauces. He was immediately 
placed upon a treatment applicable to his condi- 
tion, and in a very short time recovered. But the 
cutaneous and throat affections had no sooner dis- 
appeared, than they were followed by the most in- | 
tense facial neuralgia, distinctly intermittent from 
the first, being of the quotidian type, as indeed 
were the two preceding cases, indistinct at first, 
but at length becoming more marked, when, for 
the sake of experiment, I placed him upon the 
use of quinia, commencing with ten. grs. and in- 
creasing gradually in this case until he was taking 
forty grs. during the intermission; this I con-_ 








| produce a local abdominal dropsy. 


REPORTS. [Vor X. 


Hospital Reports. 


Patiapetpnia Hospirat. 
February 11th, 1863. 


Mepicat Cunic or Dr. Da Costa. 
Reported by Dr. H. C. Weed, Resident Physician. 
Dropsy. 

1. CrrrHosis. The first case presented to the class 
was the negro who had been before them on the pre- 
vious Saturday. It was remarked, that the question 
naturally presents itself—What besides ascites could 
have produced this great size of the abdomen? The 
answer to this is firstly, any tumor. The most common 
of these are enlargements of the liver and spleen and in- 
tra-abdominal cancerous growths. Secondly, Tympan- 


ites, as in the woman lately before the class. The 
great percussion resonance everywhere present over 
the abdomen in such a case would at once decide its 
nature. Palpation so as to test the presence of fluc- 
tuation would be the means of diagnosis between 
a collection of fluid and a solid growth. A little 
care in the application of these two diagnostic means, 
percussion and palpation would prevent those mis- 
takes, whose occurrence is so continually bringing 
discredit on our profession. What are the causes of 
simple ascites? These may almost all be generalized 
under one head, namely, obstruction of the portal 
circulation. In by far the larger number of cases, 
this obstruction is due to disease of the liver. Some- 
times, however, diseases of the spleen, cancerous 
growths, ete., may, by interference with the return of 
the blood, either by pressure on a vein, or otherwise, 
In all cases it is 
right first to satisfy ourselves, that the ascites is not 
part of a general dropsy. Here we examined the 
kidneys and heart and found that they were not at 
fault. Therefore by exclusion as well as by more 
direct reasoning, the conclusion was forced on us 
that the liver was diseased. What is the exact le- 
sion in the case? The patient has been very intem- 
perate, and the two great hepatic changes wrought 
by the abuse of alcohol, are fatty degeneration and 
cirrhosis. It is probably the latter which affects this 


| man; because, whilst a fatty liver is apt to be much 


enlarged and to be accompanied with but slight 
ascites, here there is great abdominal dropsy and no 
signs of marked hepatic enlargement. 

2. Loca Dropsy. The next case introduced was B, 
R., aet. 53 ; native of Pennsylvania. He came into the 


tinued for some time, but without any beneficial | wards February 4th. Inthe beginning of October, an 
results. It was, therefore, abandoned and recourse | embankment fell on him. The mass of earth throw- 
had to the arsenical preparation, when this case, | ing him on his face, rested on his back for about half 
as those previously mentioned, gave way before | an hour, whilst his body. was only supported by two 


h ti-periodic properties of thi _ | Stones and his back forced violently downward. 
bh toss ee P ae ’ a perene ramnaay. | When he was rescued from this straining position, 
These patients, up to the present time, have had pis jower limbs were powerless. Two days after the 


no return of the disease, though their general | accident the patient was seized with violent pain in 


health is far from being good. However, they are 
daily improving, and will, no doubt, in a short time, 
recover entirely and return to their regiments, 

Three things here present themselves which 
seem worthy of notice: 

Ist. The latent condition of the miasmatic 
poison. 

2nd. Its being roused into activity by an ex- 
citing cause. 

3d. The utter failure of the quinia to produce 
favorable results; and the complete success of 
the arsenical solution. 


| his limbs, which continued for six or seven weeks. 
| Gradually his limbs became swollen, the dropsy 
| slowly extending from below upward until it reached 
its present height. 

It was remarked, that the face of this man is pale 
and swollen. His tongue is red, fissured, and slightly 
| coated. His pulse is 80 per minute and of moderate 
volume. He has an occasional cough, and much ex- 
ertion produces some shortness of breath. His res- 
pirations are 28 a minute, which is above the 
standard of health. The heart is shown, by increased 
dullness on percussion to be enlarged, and its impulse 
is somewhat more forcible and extended than normal. 
There is here probably some hypertrophy with dila- 
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tation. His abdomen is greatly distended. The 
application of the means of physical diagnosis 
described at length in a previous lecture, shows that 
although this is owing mainly to intestines distended 
by flatus, there is some fluid present in the cavity of 
the peritoneum. The scrotum and legs are very 
much swollen and pit on pressure. What is the 
cause of this anasarca? This is much more difficult 
to decide than in any case yet before us. The three 
eommon seats of disease producing dropsy, are the 
heart, liver and kidneys. The first organ is not suf- 
ficiently diseased to account for the anasarca. There 
is no jaundice, and the form of the dropsy itself 
precludes the idea of hepatic origin. The patient 
has very much the look of a man suffering from 
renal dropsy. The specific gravity of his urine is 
1.025. Heating it, a distinct precipitate exactly re- 
sembling albumen is thrown down. But a little 
nitric acid dissolves it, showing that it is composed 
of phosphatic salts and not of albumen. There is 
then no organic disease of the kidneys. Does the 
history throw any light on the case? The man re- 
ceived an injury across the loins, was paralyzed 
from it for a short time, then suffered greatly with 
pains in his limbs and consentaneously has dropsy 
appearing in them. He probably has some obstruc- 
tion to the return of the blood through the vena-cava 
ascendens. The external venules of his lower extremi- 
ties are considerably congested. The obstruction is 
possibly some local lesion of the aorta or vena- 
cava. The absence of pain and of any bruit or 
thrill seem to disprove the existence of a true 
aneurism. 


8. Renat Dropsy. The next case was R. F., et. 45. 
She came into the house Jan. 9th, with excessive and 
universal dropsy, which she had had for a month. She 


states that three years ago, she had a similar, but not 
80 severe an attack, and that then the dropsy was con- 
fined to the lower extremities and was cured by the 


discharge of the water through a small spontaneous 


opening above the knee. Her urine is scanty and 
highly albuminous, and has in it a few very trans- 
parent hyaline casts. It was remarked, that the 
face, hands, arms, breast, etc., of this woman 
are all swollen—the dropsy is omnipresent. Per- 
cussion everywhere over her lungs elicit a clear 
resonant sound. But auscultation shows that these 
= are full of fine bubbling rales. Hear her pe- 
culiar, frothy cough. Look at her thin watery expec- 
toration. Whenever you have this combination of 
clearness, with bubbling rales, peculiar cough and ex- 
pectoration, you have to deal with a case of edema 
ofthe lungs. Her pulse is rapid and very feeble, be- 
speaking exhaustion. There is no cardiac lesion. 
Her liver is not enlarged. The dropsy is entirely 
dependent on the renal disease. Its universality 
with the appearance of the face are almost diagnostic 
of this. The history shows that this dropsy is 
rather acute in its origin. The ancients supposed 
that these acute or sub-acute dropsies were due to in- 
flammation. But the truth is, that in ninety cases 
out of the hundred, they are owing to a disease of 
the kidneys. 


————_+s____ 
Surcicat Ciinic oF Pror. Gross. 


Reported by ¥. FE. Owens, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 
Carcinoma of the Lip. 

J—— G——., ext. fifty. This patient is brought 
before you for the purpose of exhibiting the ravages 
of cancer. There is nothing more terrible or more 
,sad than the ravages of this malignant disease.- It 
made its appearance about the first of May last, only 


nine months ago. The disease most probably began 
in the skin, or in the skin and lymphatic glands. In 
its progress, it has successively involved » muscle, 
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fibrous tissue, and bone. The tongue, though ex- 
posed, is not yet involved. There has betn, on one 
or two occasions, considerable hemorrhage. The 
ulcer manifests no, disposition to heal; the granula- 
tions speedily losing their vitality. The discharge is 
of a thin, acrid character. The patient presents a 
sallow and withered aspect. The pain, in this case, 
though not very severe, is sharp, darting or pricking. 
The treatment, from which we hope nothing eventu- 
ally, consists of anodynes, good diet and tonics. 
Deodorizing applications, such as LABARRAQUE’S 
solution, chloride of zinc sufficiently diluted, hyper- 
manganate of potash, are used to allay fetor. This 
patient sank, day by day, and died March 7th. 


Scirrhus of Mammary Gland. 

H—— M—, ext. fifty-two; unmarried. This pa- 
tient has been in the house for some weeks. The 
disease, which she attributes to a blow from a piece 
of wood, made its appearance about two years ago. 


The gland, she says, became sore veryslowly. There 
was a little oozing from the nipple. The pain is 
sharp and lancinating. The tumor itself is dense 
and firm. Scirrhus comes on, in a majority of cases, 
without any assignable cause, yet its unfortunate . 
victims generally attribute it to various accidents and 
circumstances. We, however, know nothing of the 
source of its production. When the skin is sound, 
the cancer, is said to be occult; when it is broken, 
we have an open cancer. The lymphatics are en- 
larged and very hard. One of the earliest and most 
valuable diagnostic signs of cancer is retraction of 
the nipple. This is the result of the new deposit 
pressing on the lactiferous ducts, thereby drawing 
the nipple backward. Sometimes, but very rarely, 
the nipple remains natural. Below the nipple a 
small eruption of secondary formation is observed. 
This is a phefiomenon of carcinoma. It sometimes 
extends over the shoulders, the superior extremities, 
and even over the inferior extremities. The morbid 
product may appear as a solitary tumor, not larger 
than a pea or a small marble; or several of these 
small lumps may appear successively and coalesce. 
Scirrhus is usually of small bulk. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the tumor becomes large, but this is owing to 
the fat around it. If we dissect out the deposit, we 
will find it small. This deposit at length contracts 
adhesions tothe surrounding parts. The immediate 
cause of the adhesions is an effusion of plastic mat- 
ter, the result of inflammation, caused a Se pres- 
sure of the morbid deposit itself. In t case the 
tumor is firmly adherent. The pain is severe, often 
extending over the top of the shoulder to the neck 
and to the back. When there is lymphatic enlarge- 
ment, the hand and arm become edematous and 
partially paralyzed, in consequence of the pressure 
upon the vessels and nerves, g the progress 
of the disease, the blood becomes thin and colorless, 
the body is emaciated, and the muscles are pale and 
flabby. Even the bones become softened, especially 
the thigh bones. Dr. Gross referred to a case in 
which an old lady, a patient of his, suffering from 
scirrhus of the mamma, broke her right femur 
merely by turning in bed. We may operate for the 
removal of scirrhus in its earlier stages, but when 
there is this extensive involvement of the lymphat- 
ies, the knife must not be resorted to. It is our 
duty, in case of an operation, to remind the patient 
that eventually the cancer will return in some portion 
or other of the body. There is, also, in this case, a 
hard, firm lump in the axilla of the right side. The 
pain is severe. When ulceration takes place, alla 
the fetor by means of the chlorides, and use so 
emollient applications. Relieve pain with anodynes. 
Let the diet be simple and concentrated. Give tonics 
and milk-punch. 

March 25th. The disease is ing more 
rapidly, but the patient’s general health is yet toler- 
ably good. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

The fourteenth annual session of the American 
Medical Association convened in Chicago, Tuesday, 
June 2d. There was a full attendance, most of the 
States being represented. 

Assembling of the Convention. 

The Convention was called to order at 11 o’clock, 
by Witson JEWELL, of Pennsylvania, the first Vice- 
President. of the Association during the last three 
years. The remaining retiring officers occupied seats 
on the platform, with the exception of the President, 
who is deceased. The following are the gentlemen 
who have held office since the year 1860: 

President—E.1 Ives, Connecticut. 

Vice-Presidents—WiLson JEWELL, Pennsylvania ; 
A. B. Patmrr, Michigan; R. D. ARNOLD, Georgia ; 
JosEerH N. McDowWELL, Missouri. 

Secretaries—S. G. Hubbard, Connecticut; H. A. 
JOHNSON, Illinois. 

Treasurer—CasParR WISTAR, Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. R. L. Collier, pastor of the Wabash Av- 
enue Methodist Episcopal Church, then invoked the 
Divine blessing upon the deliberations of the Associ- 
ation. 

Address of Welcome, 

The address of welcome to the delegates was made 
by Dr. N. 8. Davis, on behalf of the physicians of 
the City of Chicago and the State of Illinois. 

It became his pleasing duty, on behalf of the pro- 
fessors of medicine in Chicago, as well as Illinois, 


he said, to welcome them, which he did with great 


pleasure. This was a new city, and, as a conse- 
quence, destitute of many of those attractions to be 
met with in other and older cities. Yet all the insti- 
tutions of the East were here in their incipiency, and 
were. flourishing. This city has grown in thirty 
years from the Indian tract to a population of one 
hundred and forty thousand people, and to a well- 
organized and highly-educated community. The 
public schools, academy of sciences, universities, 
colleges, historical society, and commercial struc- 
tures, all proved how rapidly Chicago has progressed. 
They were welcomed, however, not to these, but to 
the hearts and homes of the citizens,—doubly wel- 
come on account of the three years that had elapsed 
since their last meeting. The interruption was made 
from year to year, in the hope that they would again 
be able to meet from all sections of the country, and 
extend the common grasp of fellowship to all their 
brethren. But it was necessary to retain their organi- 
zation, even though their brethren did not join in 
the convention. Nevertheless, he did look forward 
to the time when they could all again assemble under 
one flag, with one nationality, to resume their mutual 
researches into the secrets of that philosophy which 
bore so intimate a relation to the welfare of the 
whole family of man. 

They were doubly welcome, because their society 
was not based on a selfish aim; its end was to ad- 
vance the educational and scientific interest of a 
profession whose aim and province it is to gather all 
the knowledge which tends to alleviate human pain, 
re ozo, Mh em life and perpetuate human happi- 
ness. For this great object they had traveled thou- 
sands of miles. The prairies in this State were 
broad, but not more open than their hearts, and, if 
they failed in doing all that could be wished for their 
comfort, it would be on account of the crowded con- 
dition of the city. He concluded by saying that they 
had gathered as friends, and he believed that their 
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business would be transacted in harmony and peace, 
and that when they adjourned it would be with the 
feeling that it was good to be here. They were 
assembled in the midst of great national excitement, 
but their business would be transacted thoroughly and 
satisfactorily, because it did not conflict with the 
interest of any class—it ministered to all. In the 
profession they were all patriots, all lovers of their 
country, and if, in their deliberations, they could but 
bring out one fact which would tend to alleviate the 
sufferings of those who were fighting for their coun- 
try, they would be amply repaid. He again bid 
them doubly welcome. 


Report of the Committee of Arrangements. 

The report of the Committee of Arrangements was 
then read by Dr. Davis. It contained an allusion to 
the unsettled state of the country, as the reason why 
the annual meeting had been postponed for two 
years. The last was held in 1860, in New Haven, 
Connecticut. In the following year—1861—the ses- 
sion was postponed on account of the wish that both 
sections of the country should as usual be repre- 
sented, and it was hoped that before the next year 
the war would be ended. At the time when the next 
meeting fell due, many of the profession were absent 
in the hospitals. It was decided by the New York 
State Association last winter that a convention 
should be held this year, and, whether the action 
was judicious or not, it was indorsed by every society 
so far as heard from, and every journal in the States, 
except one, had spoken favorably of the movement. 

It had been found impossible to secure aid from 
the railroad corporations, as they had made mutual 
agreement not to grant passes to conventions, and 
the canal convention was an exception to that rule. 
The attendance of delegates and prominent members 
was large, and indicated a satisfactory and profitable 
meeting. He then directed the attention of the 
members to the cards of invitation to the evening 
meetings, and requested their attendance. 

The report was adopted. 

Names of Delegates in Attendance. 

The roll of members was then called by the 
Secretary. The following are the names of those 
present : 

Vermont—G. N. Stiles, Lewis Emmons. 

Massachusetts—Henry Cutter, Appleton Thorne, 
Edward Barton, James P. Lynde, Ebenezer Stone, 
P. J. Kendall, Benj. E. Cotting, Joshua Homans, 
John C. Dalton, M. D. Southwick, E. P. Abbe, John 
Green. 

Yew York—Henry.G. Davis, Guido Furman, Alden 
March, Daniel P. Bissel, James 8. Whaley, Thomas 
C. Brinsmade, J. 8. Sprague, C. C. F. Gay, Edward 
Hook, E. 8. F. Arnold, E. W. Cherry, W. N. Blake- 
man, Howard Townsend, H. Nicholl, E. Tobie, H. 8. 
Downs, C. C. Wyckoff, Alf. Underhill, J. H. Gris- 
com, L. B. Cotes, Julius Homberger, GC. H. Harvey, 
James McNaughton, Dan’l Holmes. 

Connecticut—Stephen G. Hubbard, L. N. Beardsley, 
B. H. Catlin, A. W. Barrows. 

New Jersey—Wm. Pierson, Jr., D. M. Sayre, John 
Blane, Isaac 8. Cramer. 

Delaware—H. F. Askew, James Couper. 

Pennsylvania—Wilson Jewell, Wm. Mayberry, Ed- 
ward Wallace, B. Richardson, John R. Thomas, 
E. H. Mason, Wm. L. Richardson, T. N. Troth. 

Virginia—J. C. Hupp. 

Ohio—W. 8. Battles, J. M. Taggert, W. W. Jones, 
A. H. Agard, K. G. Thomas, 8. O. Almy, L. M. Law- 
son, W. B. Davis. 

Indiana—B. 8. Woodworth, A. M. Vickery, A. J. 
Erwin, A. P. Ferris, L. D. Personett, James Ferris, 
8. A. Freeman, L. D. Glazebrook, James F. Hibbard. 

Michigan—A. B. Palmer, E. A. Egerry, H. O. Hitch- 
cock, 8. D. Richardson, L. Davenport. E. W. Jenks. 
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Ilinois—E. L. Holmes, Geo. K. Amerman, Edward 
Andrews, John Ten Broek, C. R. Parks, T. D. Fisher, 
Geo. W. Hall, David Prince, E. Andrews, N. Wright, 
W. O. Chamberlain, J. P. Rouse, E. A. Steele, A. 
Fisher, M. J. Johnson, J. H. Hollister, D. Pierson, 
M. F. Dewitt, 8. Wirkerster, J. D. Rose, Henry Wing, 
Chas. Gorham, 8. W. Noble, Ira Hatch, T. F. Wor- 
rell, T. P. Haller, H. A. Johnson, R. Spitler, G. Pasli, 
H. Noble, D. M. Tarker, Orrin Smith, A. J. Craine, 
T. K. Edmiston, J. J. Lake, H. Nance, A. L. Mer- 
riam, V. C. Secord, H. W. Jones, D. D. Breagle, T. 
Bevan, H. N. Hurlbut, 8. Eargle, T. D. Fitch. 
Wisconsin—Chas. L. Stoddart, H. Adams, Hermon 
Van Dusen, E. 8. Carr, G. D. Wilber, 8. W. Bicknard. 


Towa—J. W.H. Baker, Sam’1 C. Lay, Jos. Sprague, 
D. L. MeGugin. 

Kansas—D. W. Stormont, C. A. Logan. 

Tennessee—W. K. Bowling. 

Army and Navy—C. C. Cox, J. Simmons, A. R. 
Terry, John R. Porter, Henry Palmer, M. K. Tay- 
lor, Ralph Isham. 

The Secretary announced that in regard to return- 
ing members of the Association to their homes, the 
Secretary of the Canal Convention had signified that 
they were at liberty to become recognized as dele- 
gates to the Canal Convention, by registering their 
names with him. 


Committee on Nominations. 

The delegates from the several States then resolved 
themselves into sub-committees, and appointed their 
representatives on the committee for the nomination 
of officers, as follows: 


Vermont—J. N. Stiles. 
Massachusetts—John Homans. 
Connecticut—L. N. Beardsley. 
New York—Jos. McNaughton. 
New Jersey—John Blane. 
Delaware—H. F. Askew. 
Ohio—W. 8. Battles. 
Indiana—James F. Hibbard. 
Pennsylvania—Wm. Mayberry. 
Michigan—H. O. Hitchcock. 
Kansas—D. W. Stormont. 
Virginia—John C. Hupp. 
Jowa—J. H. W. Baker. 
Wisconsin—H. Van Dusen. 
IUinois—H. Noble. 
Tennessee—W. K. Bowling. 
Maryland—C. C. Cox. 

The Army—Josiah Simmons. 


Valedictory Address by the Acting President. 

Dr. WILSON JEWELL, acting President of the Asso- 
ciation, then delivered his valedictory address. Since 
their last meeting, he remarked, the most tremendous 


events had transpired ; the country had been plunged 
into civil war, and the best government that ever 
existed on the face of the earth had trembled as on 
the brink of dissolution. It was not strange if the 
troublous element had found its way into their coun- 
sels, yet he had hope still that the present struggle 
would be gloriously ended by a restoration of the 
Union. Their cause was based on the eternal prin- 
spies of civil and religious liberty, and could not 
The speaker then turned to the subject which was 
most intimately connected with the-objects of the 
conyention, and spoke of the noble part taken in the 
struggle by the devoted members of the profession, 
who, amid the thunders of battle and the din of 
arms, worked firm and self-possessed to mitigate the 
horrors of the strife, and risked being killed or taken 
risoners of war rather than desert the path of duty. 
ere was no warrior’s ambition ; they were stimu- 
lated by no wish save that of alleviating human 
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suffering. Many of their members were in the army, 
and some slept the sleep of death. First and highly 
valued among them was their respected President, 
Ext Ives, whose knowledge and experience had ren- 
dered him so valuable a medical practitioner, and 
whose private virtues endeared him to all. The 
future usefulness of the Association was one of the 
great aims of their late President, and he predicted 
great things of its future. 

The orator then took a retrospective view of the 
progress of the association, and spoke of the signs, 
in its present condition and standing, which point to 
a bright and influential future. He quoted passages 
from many eminent medical men in which the future 
of the association was spoken of and hints for im- 
provement given. He would, however, direct their 
attention to another subject, not that he loved Cesar 
less, but Rome more. He would speak of hygiene, 
a science which bears no modern date, but claims its 
origin in the antediluvian age, is now so little under- 
stood, and presents an illimitable field for research. 
The fearful responsibilities of their calling should 
stimulate them to a thorough course of study in all 
that pertains to the preservation of health, the ex- 
tension of the term of existence and the alleviation 
of disease where prevention is rendered impossible. 
There was room to hope that the American Medical 
Association would throw out a light which, in the 
medical world, would equal the refulgence of that 
bright ray which shown out from the retreat of the 
Wittenburg student and dissipated the darkness 
which, until then, brooded over the theological firma- 
ment. Yet, this illumjnation could ensue only upon 
a careful study of the laws of hygiene. Not that 
the subject was incompatible with the design of the 
association ; it had done great service in that depart- 
ment and time would fail to tell the aid rendered by 
it in the past. But the vestibule of the hygienic 
temple alone had as yet been attained. The method 
of curing disease had heretofore attracted not too 
much of attention, bnt it had, perhaps, thrown into 
the background those sanitary considerations which 
will teach how to prevent disease by conformity to 
the laws of health. This was a reform much needed, 
but there seemed to be a perpetual obstruction pre- 
sented to its progress, and a private prejudice in the 
popular mind against it. He would propose a two- 
fold method whereby the evil might be remedied. It 
was to elevate hygiene as a branch of scientific study, 
and give it a distinct chair in the medical colleges. 
He would constitute it as a curriculum of study 
which was essential to the reception of a diploma, 
He counseled also the adoption of some more popu- 
lar and successful plan than had otherwise been pur- 
sued, for enlightening the public mind on the rela- 
tions of preventive measures to the health of the 
people. The etiology of disease was the basis of the 
science of preventive medicine. This was bein 
better understood than formerly, and one of the g 
fruits springing out of the present unhappy struggle 
would be the elimination of a multitude of facts 
bearing on the relations of military discipline to 
military health, and the consequent efficiency of the 
soldier. These facts were of incalculable value, and 
would exercise a largely beneficial influence upon the 
health of future ages. Already a work of this kind 
has been authorized by the general Government 
which will contain an elaborate classification o 
military diseases and the influence of hygienic regu- 
lations thereupon. The time was probably not far 
distant when each State would have its bureau of 
health, and recognize the indissoluble relation exist- 
ing between sanitary conditions and moral develo 
ments, as well as on the physical organism. Already 
two cities of the Union had taken rous action in 
this matter, and the Garden City might well claim 
the credit of hav set the example of aiming to 
insure civic healthfulness. He recommended that 
the word “ hygiene” should be written in letters of 
gold on the escutcheon of the association. 
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On motion of Dr. Spracun, of New York, the 
thanks of the convention were given to the retiring 
President for his able, eloquent, patriotic, and scien- 
} ne address, and a copy was requested for publica- 

on. 
Candidates for Permanent Membership. 


The Committee of Arrangements then reported the 
following as names of gentlemen who were candi- 
dates for permanent membership, and recommended 
their admission : 


Walter Hay, Thomas Bevan, John McAllister, John 
Bartlett, M. O. Heydock, Niel P. Peterson, R. C. 
Hamill, H. N. Hurlbut, V. L. Hurlbut, and H. Webs- 
ter Jones, of Chicago; E. C. Lardner, of Vermont ; 


8. W. Bicknell, of Beloit ; E. W. Jenks, of Sturges ; | 


Henry Durham, La Salle ; Silas Earle, Onarga; and 
W. W. Sedgewick, of Sandwich. The candidates 
were unanimously elected. 

The following were then elected as members by 
initiation : 

A. L. Merriam, Sandwich, Ill. ; L. D. Glazebrook, 
St. Pierre, Ind. 

The President then appointed Drs. Pearson, Beards- 
ley, and Cutler, to draft resolutions expressive of the 
sense of the association respecting the death of the 
late President. 

The convention then adjourned till three o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 
The convention reassembled at three o’clock, and 
the Committee on Nominations was called upon to 
make their report. They recommended the follow- 


ing 
For Officers: 


President—Dr. ALDEN Marcu, of New York. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. James Couper, of Delaware ; 
David Prince, of Illinois ;-C. C. Cox, of Maryland ; 
and E. 8. Cann, of Wisconsin. ? 

Secretaries—{ Not to be appointed until the place of 
the next meeting is known. ] 

Treasurer—Dr. Caspar Wistar, of Philadelphia. 

Report of the Treasurer. 

The report of the Treasurer was read by Dr. Has- 
KELL, of Delaware, the Treasurer being unable to 
attend. He reported that, owing to the unsettled 
state of the country and the advanced price of print- 
ing, it would be necessary to print only such papers 
as were of great value, and to condense those as 
much as possible, or the treasury could not bear the 
cost. The proceeds of volumes sold were $1,982.25. 
Balance on hand last year, $597.61 ; balance on hand 
this year, $504.21. The report was adopted. 

The Committee on Publication reported the result 
of their labors during the year and the number of 
volumes now in their possession. The report was 
accepted. 

An Unusual Case. 

Dr. Griscom, of New York, reported a very inter- 
esting case of diarrhea adiposa which occurred in 
the New York hospital, under his notice; it was 
cured by the free use of whisky and porter, but on 
being placed in the House of Detention, and thus 
debarred from its use, the symptoms returned. The 
speaker said that the case was a very unusual one, 
not more than twenty-six cases having ever been re- 
ported. He considered that the commonly received 
opinion that abnormal accretions of oleaginous sub- 
stance arose from pancreatic secretions was un- 
founded. 


Report on Prize Essays. 
The report of the Committee on Prize Essays was 
read by Dr. D. L. MoGuem, of Iowa. He reported 
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that only one essay had been submitted, which is 
worthy of the prize medal. It is an inquiry into the 
properties and physiological uses of Veratrum Viride, 
with notices of its alkaloid, Veratria, as derived by 
certain processes. He considered the essay as wor- 
thy of publication and of the prize. 

Dr. Lawson moved that the prize be awarded to 
the author, and the paper forwarded to the Commit- 
tee of Publication. 

Dr. Cox moved that the essay be referred to a 
special committee, of which Dr. McGugin shall be 
chairman, to read the essay and report at some future 
time. 

The motion of Dr. Lawson prevailed, and the 
name of the author was then announced—Samuel 
R. Perey, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics in the New York Medical College. 
The announcement was received with cheers. The 
prize is one hundred dollars. 

The report of the Committee on Nominations was 
made and accepted. The nominations were con- 
tinued and the gentlemen were conducted to their 
places on the platform by a delegation of two to each 
appointed by the chairman. The newly-inducted 
President briefly returned thanks for the honor con- 
ferred. 

Reports of Special Committees. 

Reports of Special Committees was then called for. 
A communication was received by Dr. Davis from 
Dr. E. R. Squires, of New York, chairman of the 
committee on “ the practical workings of the United 
States law relating to the inspection of drugs and 
medicines,” stating that he could not attend, and of- 
fering to report next year. Agreed to. 

Several other gentlemen presented in person the 
request to be allowed to continue, with the same re- 
sult. ; 

Dr. A. K. Garpner, of New York, presented a 
paper on the use and abuse of pessaries, but the 
reading was postponed till to-morrow morning. 

No changes were made in any of the committees, 
and they were all continued for another year. 


The Hunter Memorial, 


The Committee on the Hunter memorial reported 
that the sum of $357 had been raised, in one dollar 
subscriptions, toward the Hunter fund, a portion of 
which had been forwarded to London. The small- 
ness of the contribution was imputed mainly to the 
fact that the monument would stand on British soil, 
and the indifference felt by England about the 
present national trial had checked enthusiasm. The 
report was contained in a letter from Dr. Bowditch, 
which was received and placed on file. It was also 
decided that the account be closed, and the balance 
forwarded to England. 

New, Members. 

The Committee of Arrangements proposed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen to be elected as permanent mem- 
bers : 

Drs. Daniel B. Brengle, Manchester ; Van Court- 
land Secord, Galena; J. B. Samuel, Carrolton ; 
David Daten, Sade ; James 8. King, Lemont ; D. 
F. Crouse, Mount Carroll; all of illinois. The 
nominations were confirmed. 


The use of Mercury in the Army. 
Dr. Lawson called attention to the recent order of 
the Surgeon-General prohibiting the use of mercu- 
rials and tartarized antimony by the army Surgical 


corps. He moved that the society express its disap- 
probation of the order. The subject was referred to 
a committee, with instructions to inquire into. the 
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facts and report, the committee to consist of one 
member from each State. 


Medical Provision for Railroad Accidents. 

Remarks were then made by Dr. ARnotp, of New 
York, on the necessity of making medical provision 
for railroad accidents. He distributed printed copies 


of papers read ty him before the State Medical 
Society, and the Academy of Medicine, both of New 
York. 


Army Surgeons, 
Dr. Cox called attention to the want of a recogni- 
tion of army Surgeons, and urged that relative rank 
should be accorded to them. At present it was not 


possible for a Surgeon to rise above the rank of 
Major. He therefore offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That a committee of five beappointed by 
the chair to draft a memorial to Congress asking the 
enactment of a law by which Surgeons in the service 
of the United States army may be accorded relative 
rank in the same. 

Resolved, That each medical gentleman present be 
urgently invited to use every proper influence with 
the members of Congress from his respective dis- 
trict, to urge the passage of a law, favorable to this 
object, at the ensuing session of Congress. 

The resolutions were seconded by Dr. GuaIn in an 
able speech, in which he reviewed the relative re- 
sponsibilities of the Surgeon and Commander, and 
spoke of the injustice perpetrated in the case of the 
former. The resolutions were discussed by several 
other delegates, and were finally adopted. 

The convention then adjourned till 9 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 


SECOND DAY. 


The minutes of the previous sessions were read 
and approved. 

A large number of additional members from sev- 
eral States were announced as having arrived and 
registered their names as delegates, including a large 
number of physicians and surgeons of this city. 

The following gentlemen were admitted as perma- 
nent members of the association, by invitation: 

Dr. J. H. Foster, Libertyville, Ill.; W. G. Miller, 
Rockford, Illinois; J. A. Brown, Kankakee City, 
Illinois. 

The following permanent members of the associa- 
tion were elected : 

Tiffin Sinks, Leavenworth, Kansas; W. C. Hall, 
Fayetteville, Ohio; Hiram Wanzer, Chicago, IIl.; 
H. K. Dean, Maunkport, Ind.; H. C. Robbins, 
Newark, Ill.; E. J. Duffield, Woodstock, Ill.; W. 
Jaynes, Yankton, Dakota Territory; C. M. Clark, 
Galva, Ml. 

The reports of committees being in order, on mo- 
tion, that of the committee on medical education 
was postponed until the afternoon session. 

The committee on appointments made their re- 
port, which, on motion, was accepted. Pending its 
adoption, it proposing Baltimore, Maryland, as the 
next place of meeting, considerable discussion arose, 
various members proposing different places. The 
question finally resolved itself into a choice between 
Baltimore and New York city, the latter place was 
unanimously voted for as the place for holding the 
next meeting. 

The balance of the report, concerning the officers 
of the next meetin committees, etc., was referred 
back to the committee, for reconstruction rendered 
necessary by the substitution of New York for Bal- 
timore. 

On motion, a committee consisting of one mem- 
ber from each State, was appoin’ to investigate 
and report upon the present, and a better, ambulance 
system in the army of the United States. 
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A resolution of thanks to Dr. WiLson JEWELL 
late acting President, for the able and dignified 
manner in which he has presided over the delibera- 
tions of the association, was unanimously adopted. 

A resolution, requiring the appointment of a com- 
mittee to urge the compulsory vaccination of every 
person in the United States, was referred to the sec- 
tion of Hygiene. 

The report of Dr. A. K. GaArpNER, of New York, 
regarding the use and abuse of pessaries, the reading 
of which was yesterday postponed until this 
morning, was called up, as next in order, and on 
motion, the reading of it postponed until next 
year. 

The committee appointed to prepare suitable reso- 
lutions appropriate to the loss of the association by 
the death of its late President, the late Dr. Eli Ives, 
of Connecticut, made their report, which, after a 
slight amendment, was adopted. 

he committee on Voluntary Communications 
presented an abstract of a paper by Dr. ANDREWS, of 
Chicago, on “‘ Diatheses—Their Surgical Relations,” 
which was read by the author. Approved, and re- 
ferred to the committee of Publication. 

This paper of Dr. Andrews called upon Dr. H1s- 
BARD, of Indiana, who combated, in rather a lengthy 
speech, some of the principal features presented. 

Dr. Andrews replied, in support of his arguments 
and statements, developing, from his experience, the 
truth of the position which he assumed. 

Other members participated in the discussion. 

The meetings of Sections having been abolished, 
the president appointed as the committee on Com- 
pulsory Vaccination, which had previously been re- 
ferred to the section on Hygiene, Drs. Hibbard, of 
Indiana, Jewett, of Pennsylvania, and Griscom, of 
New York. 

The meeting adjourned. 


THIRD DAY. 
The convention convened at 9 o’clock. Aftera 
partial reading of the minutes, the further reading 
was dispensed with. 


The following gentlemen were admitted perma- 
nent members by invitation; Isaac Snyder, Jackson, 
Mich.; R. B. Treat, Janesville, Wis.; Granville 8. 
Thomas, Joliet, Illinois; J. 8. Pashley, Osceola, 
Illinois. 

Voluntary communications were presented by Dr. 
Henry G. Davis, of New York, on The American 
Method of Treating Diseases of the Joints, and by 
Dr. A. FisHer, of Chicago, on The use of Sulphites 
of Lime and Soda in the Treatment of Hospital 
Gangrene, Traumatic Erysipelas, Pyemia, etc. 

The president having announced that the order of 
the Surgeon-General, U. 8. A., debarring calomel and 
tartar emetic from the use of army surgeons, and 
which was previously referred to a committee, was 
in order, by consent of the association the committee 
on the subject offered a substitute for the resolution 
introduced yesterday. 

There is a strong feeling manifested in the associa- 
tion against this famous order No. 6, of Surgeon- 
General HamMMoND, and it has more than once been 
referred to with expressions savoring more of oppo- 
sition than approval. 

Pending the discussion, previous to the vote, Dr. 
Cox, of the army, said substantially as follows : 

While the association had the right to protest 
against the order of the Surgeon-General, he wished 
it to remember that the order referred exclusively to 
the corps of army surgeons under his control, and 
had no reference to the use of those d in private 
practice. The order originated in the abuse of calo- 
mel by a number of incompetent surgeons in the 
army, appointed by the Governors of the several 
States, who consider the liver the pack-horse of the 
human system. The Medical Bureau of the United 
States comprises men of science, who understand 
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how far the evil has been perpetrated and the neces- 
sity of correcting its abuses. The fact that other 
mercurials have not been interfered with, shows 
how great the necessity that exists for an order so 
apparently sweeping, and which the association 
deems so necessary. 

He did not desire to protract the debate, but felt it 
due his profession to say something before the final 
vote should be taken. He was not up either to de- 
fend or condemn the order. In a long practice he 
had seen the abuse of calomel in improper hands, as 
well as its benefits from its legitimate and judicious 
use. He wished a discrimination to be made be- 
tween the propriety of the order and the motives 
of the Surgeon-General. That gentleman’s high 
character and motives are not to be questioned in 
this or any other public body. He deserved the 
thanks of the profession for the wholesome interest 
he had taken in the subject. 

Dr. Cox’s position called up- several members in 
reply. Calomel had fallen under the ban of an “‘un- 
wise, unnecessary and unprofessional”? order, and 


that order received animadversion, ridicule, and un- | 


stinted opposition. The discussion became general, 
and while some desired to place no obstacles in the 
field, their opinion of the order was of a character 
that culminated in the following resolutions, which 
were adopted : 

Resolved, That from evidence within our possession, 
we can but entertain the conviction that the Surgeon- 
General of the United States army has. been led into 
expressions, in order No. 6, which will convey errors 


respecting the abuse of calomel in the army, and we | 


feel called upon to protect, so far as in our power, 
the reputation of the intelligent and self-sacrificing 


medical officers from the implied imputation of such | 


general mal-practice. 


Resolved, That while regarding spanemic medi- | 


cines, particularly calome! and tartar emetic, when 
freely administered to soldiers in the field, the camp 
or the hospital, where unfavorable hygienic condi- 
tions so commonly cause depressed and asthenic 
conditions of the system, as being very often pro- 
ductive of injuries; yet, that these articles, when 
judiciously employed, are useful, is a proposition 
according with the general opinion of the profession ; 


against its proper use, it is, in the judgment of this 
body, to be regretted that the object of correcting 
these abuses was not sought to be effected by an order 
of caution upon the subject, and by dismissing from 
the service those disregarding such caution, and not 
by the extraordinary, and, as we think, unjustifiable 
course of endeavoring to prevent, entirely, the use 
of the articles, though liable to abuse, as are all 
other powerful agents, yet which are well established 
in professional confidence as capable of useful appli- 


cation. 
L. M. Lawson, 
Chairman. 

The entire report, giving a history and details of 
the subject, in the same spirit, was also adopted. 

On motion, it was resolved that a copy of the 
above resolutions be forwarded to the President of 
the United States, the Surgeon-General, U. 8. A., 
and the Secretary of War. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following 
officers of the association for the present year : 


Secretaries—Dr. H. A. Johnson, Ill.; Guido Fur- 


man, N. Y. 

Committee of A Drs. James Andrews, 
M. Blakeman, T. M. Markoe, T. C. Finnell, Austin 
Flint, jr., E. 8. F. Arnold, J. H. Griscom. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Drs. D. F. Condie, Pa. ; 
E. Wallace, Pa. ; Wilson Jewell, Pa. ; E. R. Peaslee, 
N. Y.; Alfred Stillé, Pa. 

Committee on Medical Education—Drs. J. C. Dalton, 
N. Y.; M. L. Linton, Mo.; John Frissell, Va.; 
Howard Townsend, N. Y.; W. H. Byford, Ill. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Drs. L.. M. Law- 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


sy vr erry oyernaaeraerrm—r—rr ornare eee 


- as abuse of an article is no just argument | 


[Vor X. 


PBPPALA LSP PILI ISS 


son, Ohio; E. L. McGugin, Iowa; Wm. Mayberry, 
| Pa.; H. Noble, Ill.; John Homans, Mass. 

Committee on Publication—Drs. F. G. Smith, Chair- 
man; Caspar Wistar, Edward Hartshorne, Pa.; H. 

F. Askew, Del. ; 8. G. Hubbard, Conn. ; H. A. John- 
son, Ill. ; Guido. Furman, N. Y. 

Committee on Insanity—Drs. Ralph Hills, Ohio; C. 
|H. Nichols, D. C.; D. P. Bissell, N. Y.; 8. W. But- 
| ler, Pa.; John 8. Butler, Conn. 
| A number of reports were submitted from commit- 
| tees, and papers read on various subjects. 
| Dr. Cox, of the army, offered two resolutions, one 
| of thanks to the citizens of Chicago, for their kind- 
| ness and hospitality shown to members of the asso- 
| ciation during its sessions here, and another of thanks 
| to the retiring secretary, Dr. Hussarp, for his able 
| and faithful services. 
| The amendments to the constitution of the associ- 
| ation, proposed at the last meeting, were called up 
| and discussed, and so far carried as to fix the time 
| of the next meeting on the first Tuesday of next 
| June. 

A complimentary resolution, thanking the Presi- 
| dent and Secretary for their services, was adopted. 

The following gentlemen, on motion of the Com- 
| mittee of Arrangements, were elected permanent 
members of the association : 

L. H. Cary, Toledo, Iowa ; Horatio Hitchcock, Chi- 
cago ; L. F. Warne, Chicago ; L. P. Cheney, Chicago; 
C. W. Shumway, Chicago. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The convention assembled at three o’clock. The 
| minutes of the morning session were read and ap- 
proved. 

Communications were read from Dr. RussEt, of 
Ohio, and Dr. Sraer, of Michigan, informing the 
committee of their inability to attend its sessions, 
| and asked to be relieved from service on special com- 
mittees. 

On motion they were excused from any further 
service. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, read an amendment to the 
constitution of the association providing for the ap- 
pointment of a permanent secretary, which was laid 
over until the next session under the rules. 

The nominating committee then read a further 
| report of the appointment of committees on special- 
ties. 

Dr. ARNOLD offered the following : 2 

WuereEas, The railroad is fast becoming the great 
medium of travel in all parts of the world; and 
whereas, in spite of all regulations and care, serious 
accidents are continually occurring, attended with 
loss of life, such being greatly exaggerated by the 
| total want of any local medical provision to meet 
such, as well as by the absence of any appliances 
whatever, calculated to strengthen the hands of the 
Surgeon ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That it is expedient that such medical 
provision should be made by the railroads, and that 
by the diminution of suffering, as well as by the 
saving of life, while economy would accrue to the 
railroad companies and the interests of humanity be 
greatly served. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The committee appointed to draft a memorial to 
| Congress relative to army surgeons, reported a 
lengthy document recommending that the rank of 
the surgeons be increased, and urging Congress to 
make a liberal increase in their salaries in order to 
procure men who are competent for the trust. 

After discussion, the resolution was adopted unan- 
imously. 

On motion, the secretaries were instructed to have 
the memorial printed, and forward a copy of the 
same to the several members of Congress. 

After making arrangements for the entertainment 
of the delegates in the evening, the convention ad- 
journed. , 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 13, 1863. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
To the exclusion of much other material, we 
devote a very large part of this issue of the Rz- 
PoRTER to a publication of the Minutes of the 
American Medical Association, which held its 
Fourteenth Annual Session in Chicago last week. 
In spite of the predictions of one or two who 
were fearful of the professional advancement of 
others, that the meeting would be a failure, and 
all that, it was a decided success, and a very 
It is 
noticeable that the chief opponent of the meeting 
threw the weight of his influence, and sought ad- 
vancement in an entirely different direction, out- 
side, indeed, of the interesis of his profession. 
Comment on the proceedings of the meeting are 
necessarily reserved. For the means of thus 
early presenting an account of the proceedings, 
we are indebted to Dr. Wm. Mayserry, of this city, 
and Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, who very kindly 
forwarded us papers containing full minutes of the 


pleasant, harmonious and useful meeting. 


meeting. 
Abner 
HEALTH OF THE ARMY. 

As the sickly season of the year approaches, it 
becomes a matter of great interest as to the proba- 
bility of there being much sickness in the army. 
There are several hundred thousand of our citizens 
exposed to the changes and vicissitudes incident 
to camp life, and to long and weary marches. We 
all remember how many thotsands last year filled 
the hospitals throughout the North, and how 
many others, broken down in health, and useless 
to the service were discharged, and returned to 
their homes, many of them to die, and others 
incapacitated from supporting themselves by the 
labor of their hands. 

It is well known, too, that judicious sanitary 
measures seasonably adopted, prevented much 
sickness and loss of life where it was reasonably 
to be expected that both would be great. Thus 
while yellow fever prevailed extensively and very 
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fatally in Wilmington, N. C., and other places 
in the South, not a single case occurred in New 
Orleans, where it prevails more or less every year, 
and but a few isolated cases occurred at other 
military posts held by the United States troops. 
The exemption of New Orleans from an epi- 
demic of yellow fever, was undoubtedly due to the 
very judicious and stringent sanitary measures 
adopted by Gen. B. F. Burizr, then in command 
of that department, who had the streets, lanes, 
alleys, levees, and tenement and other houses put 
into a perfect sanitary condition, and who en- 
So, in the department 
of South Carolina, rigid sanitary measures were 


forced a rigid quarantine. 


adopted, which, for most of the season exempted 
the posts in Port Royal harbor from a prevalence 
of the disease, though, in consequence of a little 
carelessness toward the latter part of the season, a 
few cases occurred. 

We lately published a sanitary order of Gen. 
Hunter’s of the Department of the South, having 
his Headquarters in Port Royal harbor, 8. C., 
and doubt not that the commanders of all the 
departments on the South Atlantic and the Gulf of 
Mexico, will take such measures as will protect 
Much 
responsibility in this connection rests upon them. 


them from epidemic diseases of all kinds. 


As to general sickness in the army, the proba- 
bility is, that there will be much less than there 
was last year. There are many reasons for this, 
among them are the following: The army is 
weeded of much of the unsound material it con- 
tained last year—the youth and broken constitu- 
tions. The army surgeons have learned lessons 
in sanitary matters from the experience of the 
past year, and will be likely to adopt measures 
accordingly. The probability is that there will be 
no Yorktown and Chicahominy campaigns this 
year, which were so terribly destructive to life 
and health in the army of the Potomac in 1862. 

The present prospect in the West is, that the 
armies in that region will this year be operating 
in healthier regions than last. And finally, 
the men of which our army is at present com- 
posed, have become accustomed to the duties and 
exposures incident to the life of a soldier. 

It may be thought that the conscription now in 


progress will produce more material to swell the 
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mortality lists, and fill the military hospitals. To 
a certain extent this may be true, but the con- 
scripted men will be likely to be stronger and 
healthier than the volunteers were. Those who 
are drafted will be apt to take pains to prove their 
exemption, if any eause exists, and as strict medi- 
cal examinations will be made, we have no doubt 
that the new army now being raised will be com- 
posed of sound and healthy men, many of whom 
will, indeed, have already had some experience of 
the life of a soldier in the two years and the nine 
months regiments, whose terms of service are just 
expiring. 
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Correspondence. 


FOREIGN. 


LETTER FROM W. N. COTE, M. D. 
Geneva, Feb. 9, 1863. 


Air During Sleep. 

M. Delbruck, of Germany, has made some re- 
searches on the quantity of air required for breathing 
during sleep. It strikes him as singular that, while 
all medical men are unanimous in prescribing sevy- 
eral cubic feet of pure air for each person sleeping 
in a room as absolutely indispensable for health, all 
animals appear to shun the open air as much as pos- 
sible in order to compose themselves to sleep. Thus 
the lion and tiger retire to some dark cavern where 
the air is confined. The dog goes to his kennel, and 
thrusts his snout under his belly,—birds, to which 
open air would appear to be a necessity, whether 
asleep or awake, retire to some private corner and 
put their heads under their wings. Nay, what does 
the school-boy do, when left in a dormitory aired 
with particular care? If he finds he cannot fall 
asleep, the first thing he does is to bury his head 
under the bed-clothes. Hence, M. DELBRUCK con- 
cludes, that if, when awake, we exhale a quantity of 
carbonic acid, we must inbale a certain quantity of 
this gas during sleep, just as plants exhale by day 
the oxygen they absorb during the night. 

Analysis of Milk, 

Milk has been so often analysed, that it would 
seem no further facts could beelicited regarding this 
important liquid. Professor Ba&DECKER, however, 
has just completed a series of experiments conducted 
on quite a new principle. Tle question he proposed 
to himself was, whether milk obtained at any hour 
of the day, always presented the same chemical com- 

ition or not—and he has arrived at the result that 
the milk of the evening is richer by 3 per cent. than 
that of the morning—the latter containing only 10 
r cent. of solid matter, and the former 13 per cent. 
the other hand, the water contained in milk di- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Vor. X. 
minishes by 3 per cent. in the course of the day—in 
the morning it contains 89 per cent. of water, and 
only 86 per cent. in theevening. The fatty particles 
increase gradually as the day wears on. In the 
morning they amount to 2.17 per cent., at noon, to 
2.68, and in the evening to 8.42 per cent. This cir- 
cumstance, if true, would be very important in a 
practical point of view. Let us suppose a pint of 
milk to yield only the sixth part of its weight in but- 
ter—then the milk of the evening may yield double 
that quantity. The caseous particles are also more 
abundant in the evening than in the morning—from 
2.24 they increase to 2.70 per cent. But the quantity 
of albumen diminishes from 0.44 to 0.31. The 
cerum is less abundant at midnight than at noon, 
being 4.19 per cent. in the former case, and 4.72 in 
the latter. 
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Triplets. 

A woman at Rouen was recently delivered of three 
male children, all three died within the two days fol- 
lowing their birth. According to the statistical tables 
drawn up at the Maternité Hospital at Paris, five 
triple births had occurred in 37,441 accouchments, 
that is, about 1 in 7,000. 

Thallium, 

The report on the new metal thallium by the Com- 
mission appointed by the Academy of Sciences to 
examine M. Lamy’s labors on the subject, was read 
to that learned body the other day by M. Dumas. It 
is observed in this report that the discovery of thal- 
lium by the bright green band which it produces in 
the specluum, is but the consequence of MM. Bun- 
SEN and KiRCHHOFF’s discovery of spectral analysis, 
but that the singular and contradictory properties of 
thé new metal, render it as great an anomaly in chem- 
istry, as the ornithorhynchus is in natural history. 
The report then goes on to say that no one denies 
Mr. CrookEs to have been the first to see the charac- 
teristic green band in the residues of certain sele- 
niums, and, subsequently to the 30th March, 1861, to 
have discovered the new element in a specimen of 
the sulphur of Lipari and in a Spanish Flint, as also 
to have pointed out and named thallium as a new 
simple body—but that, on the other hand, it is 
equally certain that M. Lamy has been the first to 
obtain pure thallium, and to show that it was not a 
metalloid similar to selenium or tellurium as Mr. 
Crookes thought (he having not obtained it in a 
free state and pure,) but that it was a real metal— 
that M. Lamy, on the 10th of June last, produced 
in Mr. Crookes’ presence, a fine ingot of thal- 
lium before the jury of the Great Exhibition for the 
section of chemistry, and that Mr. Crookes, not 
having at the time thought proper to advance any 
claim, or to invite the jury to visit his laboratory in 
order to prove that the metallic properties of thal- 
lium had been previously ascertained by himself, he 
had no right, a week later, to hand in a paper assert- 
ing his previous knowledge of the facts discovered 
by M. Lamy. As you see, this is a question of 
meum and tuum. 

Turning to the metal itself, the report then recapi- 
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tulates the properties of thallium, most of which I 
mentioned in a preceding letter, as for instance, its 
all but complete chemical identity with lead, which 
rendered its discovery extremely difficult. It is not, 
howeveg, so blue as lead, nor so white as silver, but 
resembles tin or aluminium in color. It becomes soft 
at the temperature of boiling water, and a modifica- 
tion of its particles then takes place, causing the sur- 
face to assume the appearance of being watered. 
Under the action of the blow-pipe, thallium melts 
rapidly and absorbs oxygen, emitting a kind of 
smoke without any smell, or at most that of lamp- 
black. This smoke is sometimes white, at others a 
mixture of reddish and violet tints. When the 
ingot is allowed to cool, it becomes covered with 
small drops of volatilized metal. While aluminium 
is insensible to nitric acid, but rapidly soluble in 
hydrochloric acid, the direct contrary is the case 
with thallium. This metal, judging from the solar 
spectrum does not appear to form part of the sun’s 
atmosphere. Thallium is essentially an alkaline 
metal, being the last term of a series of six, begin- 
ning with lithium. Its equivalent weight is 204, its 
atomic volume 85. 
Asylums for Insane and Aged in Paris. 

The Gazette des Hispitaux says that the Hospice de 
la Saltpétrigre at Paris, has been purchased by the 
Orleans Railway for the enlargement of their termi- 
nus, and that the Council General of Seine is about 
to erect an Asylum for Lunatics at St. Anne’s farm, 
near Bicetre. Two estates, one of 720 acres, near 
Neuilly-sur-Marne, (Seine-et-Oise,) and the other of 
275 acres, near Epinay-sur-Orge, in the same depart- 
ment, have, it is said, been purchased by the Council 
General of Seine, and are to be laid out, and detached 
pavilions constructed as asylums for lunatics of the 
wealthier classes. An asylum for aged women will 
also be established in the environs of Paris. 


Temperature. 

M. BecQquEREL communicates further researches of 
his on the temperature of the air at a great height, 
compared with that of the superficial strata in con- 
tact with the earth’s surface. These researches, con- 
ducted with both the electric and common thermome- 
ters, lead to the following result: That every place 
on the globe has two different mean temperatures, 
one independent of terrestrial radiation, the other en- 
tirely dependent upon it. The latter M. BECQUEREL 
calls climateric, because it serves to characterize the 
climate with regard to temperature. The former, 
which is obtained by placing the thermometer ai a 
certain height above the ground, varies with latitude 
—the other is obtained by taking the average of ob- 
servations made at different points of the place ex- 
perimented on. In England, where the quantity of 
rain is about the same in each season, the difference 
between the two temperatures is zero. In Germany 
and Sweden, where there is more rain in summer 
than in winter, springs have a higher temperature 
than the average of the place. In Norway and Italy 
where winters are rainy, the temperature of springs 
is lower. ’ 
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New Method of Amputating, 

Dr. CuassalGnac, Surgeon to the Hépital Lari- 
boisitre in Paris, has published a paper in the Medi- 
cal Journals on a new method of his for amputating 
limbs without the aid of the knife. For this purpose 
he uses what he calls a caustic bracelet, consisting of 
a ring, round which are placed little crystal cups of 
a rectangular form. The ring is applied to the exact 
place where the amputation is to be made. A pled- 
get of lint impregnated with a solution of perchloride 
of iron at 35 degrees, is placed above and under the 
ring, and the cups are then charged with fragments 
of the Filhos caustic. The limb to be amputated is 
subjected to a considerable degree of compression, 
which removes some portion of the liquids of the 
body from the diseased part. As the caustic pro- 
ceeds in its action, copious bleeding might occur, to 
remedy which, the operator or his assistants, exer- 
cise a digital pressure on the principal artery until 
the operation is completed. There is considerable 
difference in the behavior of a muscle separated by 
the knife, or by the action of the caustic. In the 
first case it contracts, and a large interval is left be- 
tween the two parts that have been divided. But 
under the action of the caustic the muscle does not 
recede either way. Dr. Cuassaignac has tried his 
method twice, in cases when the patients were so 
feeble as to render ordinary amputation extremely 
dangerous, in both cases the operation was crowned 
with success. The bracelet in one case was applied 
five times for twelve hours each, before all the soft 
parts could be eaten away by the caustic. As soon 
as the bone became apparent, it was cut through by 
means of the chaiu-saw. It now remains to be seen 
whether this novel way of ampitating limbs will 
meet with all the success expected by its originator, 


News and Miscellany. 


Pension Examining Surgeon. 
Pennsylvania.—Dr. Jacos Ritter, Liverpool. 


Death of Dr. D’Arcy. 


The following resolutions were passed at a meet- 
ing of the Jersey Co. Ill. Medical Society. We learn 
that Dr. D’Arcy left a fortune of about two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

At a meeting of the Jersey County Medical Society, 
held at the residence of Dr. White, on the evening of 
the 26th of April, 1863, called on the occasion of the 
death of Dr. D’Arcy, President of the Society. 

Dr. Hutchinson was called to the chair. After 
some preliminary business, Drs. Bringhurst and 
White were appointed a committee on resolutions of 
respect and condolence. 

Society adjourned until the next day at 2 o’clock, 


Met on the 27th, pursuant to adjoufnment, at the 
residence of Dr. Hamilton, when the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were reported and adopted : 

WHEREAS, in the providence of God, we are this 
day called upon to mourn the loss of our most 
beloved and respected brother, Dr. Epwarp A. 
D’ARcY, whose ample worth, mature judgment and 
vigorous mind have for years been our chief reliance 
for assistance and counsel in the arduous duties of 
our profession ; therefore be it 





112 


Resolved, That in the death of Dr. D’Arcy, this 
community has sustained a loss which must be felt 
while the present generation lasts. That as a Physi- 
cian and Surgeon, we recognize him as having held 
the first place amongst us, and mourn his departure 
as sons mourn the loss of a father. That as an illus- 
trious instance of perseverence in the study of his 
profession, even up to the day of his death, we 


emulate his example; and, in bis death, feel that we | 


are deprived of one whose advice, matured by years 
of careful observation, was always kindly given and 
always reliable. 

Resolved, That while we mourn our great loss, we 
offer to his bereaved family our heartfelt condolence, 
for theirs, which is greater, even irreparable. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions be transmitted to the family of the 
deceased, and to the Democratic Union, for publi- 


cation. 
L. A. BREWSTER, 
Secretary. 
+O+e- 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


aa Correspondents will please notice our reiterated re- 
quest to give their full address in their communications to 
us. Our correspondence is very extensive, and it is neces- 
sary for us always to know the Town, County and State 
Srom whence their letters are sent. 

Dr. W. B. T., Pa.—We will furnish the volumes of the 
Reporter you need to complete your files for $10, unbound, 
or $14 bound. They could be sent to you by express, at an 
additional cost of about a dollar, We have very few of the 
earlier volumes left now. 

Dr. J. 8. A., Pa.—The London Lancet (republication) is 
issued monthly, and gives cases, particularly those of a sur- 
gical nature, in detail. Braithwaite’s Retrospect is a half- 
yearly summary of all departments of medical science. 
Though both are exceedingly valuable, the latter would per- 
haps be the most useful to you. 

New Sypennam Socrety’s Prsiications.—In response to 
several inquiries in regard to these publications, we publish 
the following note from the Hon. Secretary, Dr. DuNxGLison, 
which, we doubt not, will be satisfactory : 

U. 8S. Genera Hospitat, 16rn & Finsert Srs., ) 
PHILADELPHIA, June 5, 1863. J 
Dr. 8. W. Better, Editor. 

Dear Siv:—In answer to your letter of the 3d inst , which 
I have just received, I have to state that the receipt of the 
volumes due the members has been unavoidably delayed, but 


that expect to have it in my power to place them in their | 


lauds during the present month, or, at the latest, in July. 
Truly yours, 
Ricu’p J. DuxGuison. 





MARRIED. 


ARMSTRONG—BIRPSALL.—Thursday morning, June 4th, by 
Rev. Andrew Longacre, William Armstrong, M.D., and Han- 
nah Birdsall, all of this city. 

GopparD—VaAnN SyckeL.—On the 4th inst., by the Rev. 
Kingston Goddard, D.D., Dr. Kingston Goddard, Jr., and Miss 
Helen Van Syckel, daughter of the late Elijah Van Syckel, 
Esq , of this city. 

J ACKSON— CARTWRIGHT — At the British Consulate, New 
Orleans, and afterwards by the Rev. L. Y. Jessup, DD, J. 
Norman Jackson and Anna Mercer, youngest daughter of the 
late Dr. Samuel A. Cartwright. 

Moss—Noronna.—On the Sth instant, by Mayor Henry, and 
at St. Mark’s Church, by the Rev. Stephens Parker, Surgeon 
William Moss, U. 8. V., and Miss Mary Noronha. 


DIED. 


Hart.—On Thursday evening, June 4th, Ella J., wife of 
Byron Hart, M.D., and daughter of 8. Levine. 

HARTMAN.—Fell at the battle of Chancellorsville, Va., May 
3d, 1363, Surgeon C. A. Hartman, M.D., of Cleveland, Ohio. 
The name of Dr. Hartman has been long familiar to medical 
men. He was an intelligent man, a a loug time a collaborator 
of the Cinciunati Lancet and Observer, and other journals. 

JeWwELL.—At Clinton, Louisiana, on the 2lst day of April, 
of typhoid fever, William Henry Jewell, son of Dr. Wilson 
and Rachel Jewell, of this city. 

Price.—At Cold Spring, Cape May county, N. J., May 2lst, 
1863, Rev. John Price, xt. 70 years. Mr. Price was father of 
Dr. T. T. Price, of Tuckerton, N, J. 

Watsox.—On Wednesday morning, June 3, after a linger- 
ing illness, John Watson, M.D., of this city. 
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NOTICES, 
The Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Will hold its Fourteenth Annual Session in Phila 
delphia, on the second Wednesday, 10th of June, 
at 11, A. M J. H. SMALTz, 

J. M. STEVENSON, 
Recording Secretaries. 
>a 
Ohio State Medical Society. 


The Eighteeenth Annual Mecting of the Ohio 
State Medical Society will be held at White Sulphur 
Springs, on Tuesday, June 16th. Will some member 
Surnish us an account of the meeting for publication ? 








